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Note: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. William E.
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Swing, Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of
San Francisco.

Radio Address to the Nation on Health Care Reform

July 3, 1992

Today, I'm asking all Americans to help
me break a logjam holding up reform of
our health care system. Health care in our
country is too expensive, too complicated.
And too many times, the system is down-
right unfair. I've proposed comprehensive
reforms, including four pieces of legislation
now waiting in Congress’ in-box. Americans
could begin enjoying the benefits of reform
right away if only Congress would act.

Let me tell you about our plan, including
my legislation and some initiatives by House
and Senate Republicans. We would lower
costs for patients and providers alike by
keeping high taxes, costly litigation, and big
bureaucracies off their backs. We're fighting
to give self-employed Americans the same
tax advantages that big corporations already
have, and that is being able to take 100
percent of health insurance premiums off
their income taxes.

Our legislation also would help small busi-
ness and self-employed people get the same
break as the big guys through new purchas-
ing networks and broader risk pooling.
That’s good because it will help drive down
health care costs for everyone. And House
Republicans have a good idea to let both
employers and employees contribute to new
tax-free MediSave accounts for health care.

It’s time to reform our antiquated system,
move things into the electronic age. Our
legislation would cut paperwork and redtape
and put health insurance on a modern elec-
tronic billing system. Going to the doctor
should involve no more paperwork than
using a credit card. I've also asked that
horse-and-buggy-era rules end and that
practices for patient records and consumer
health information be replaced with com-
puterization. By the end of the decade,
these two reforms alone would save Ameri-
cans an estimated $24 billion a year.

Just this week I sent Congress a bill to
curb the runaway costs of medical liability.
Nearly every community in this country
knows gifted medical people, conscientious
men and women, who no longer use their
talents and training because theyre afraid
of being wiped out by damage suits. That’s
wrong. And it hurts every one of us. Every-
where I travel in this country, people tell
me Americans should make more effort
helping each other instead of suing each
other. And that’s why I'm asking Congress
to pass my plan to put caps on damages
and encourage settling disputes out of court.

We need medical malpractice reform
now. But there’s a logjam, the old-time lib-
eral leadership in the Senate and the House
stalling my reforms. While I want to curb
the excessive damage awards in medical
malpractice cases, too many in that Capitol
Hill crowd are too beholden to the trial law-
yers lobby to act in the people’s interest.
Where I want the freedom and the proven
efficiency of the modern market to work,
the old-time leadership wants Federal bu-
reaucrats to control prices and ration serv-
ices.

The biggest story of our time is the failure
of socialism and all its empty promises, in-
cluding nationalized health care and govern-
ment price-setting. But somehow this news
that shook the world hasn’t seeped through
the doors of the Democratic cloakrooms on
Capitol Hill.

And that’s why I'm asking your help. Let’s
get them the message. Americans deserve
a better health care system. And they sup-
port the principles of my plan. Let’s get
our Senators and Congressmen off the dime
and make them bring my plan to a vote.

Thank you for listening. And may God
bless the United States of America.
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Note: This address was recorded at 11:02
am. on July 2 in the Oval Office at the

White House for broadcast after 6 a.m. on

July 3.

Statement on Signing the Unemployment Compensation

Amendments of 1992
July 3, 1992

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
5260, the “Unemployment Compensation
Amendments of 19927 This legislation
would extend the Emergency Unemploy-
ment Compensation (EUC) program to
March of next year. Without this extension,
the EUC program would expire on July 4th.

Unemployment has a profound effect on
people’s lives. The extension of the EUC
program is consistent with my strong and
sustained commitment to providing needed
assistance to the unemployed and their fam-
ilies while the economy recovers. These
benefits will provide critical support to un-
employed Americans until they can find
jobs. I am pleased that the Administration
and the Congress worked together success-
fully in the last few days to enact this impor-
tant extension of benefits.

I call on the Congress to move rapidly

on my economic growth package, with
hopefully the same bipartisan spirit of co-
operation. Enactment of these reforms and
incentives is essential to creating the jobs
that all Americans want. Action on them
is long overdue. I urge the Congress now
to turn to this unfinished business and to
quickly enact my program for economic
growth and job creation to ensure a strong,
sustained recovery and long-term economic
prosperity for our Nation.

GEORGE BusH

The White House,
July 3, 1992

Note: H.R. 5260, approved July 3, was as-
signed Public Law No. 102-318. An original
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this statement.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Andean Trade

Preference Act
July 3, 1992

President Bush today proclaimed Bolivia
and Colombia to be beneficiary countries
under the Andean Trade Preference Act of
1991 (ATPA). These are the first two coun-
tries to be designated under the ATPA.

The ATPA is designed to help encourage
a transition from the production of illicit
drugs to legitimate products in the Andean
countries. Under the Act, beneficiary coun-
tries may export a wide range of products
to the United States on a duty-free or pref-
erential tariff basis.

The President’s action helps fulfill a com-
mitment he made at the 1990 Cartagena
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drug summit to improve access to the U.S.
market for exports from Andean countries.
It is one element of the Bush administra-
tion’s war against international drug traffick-
ing. The administration is continuing its re-
view of the status of other potential bene-
ficiaries, Peru and Ecuador.

Note: The proclamations of July 2 are listed
in Appendix E at the end of this volume.
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